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which most of my countrymen now possess*
and I adopted their errors without examina--"
tion.     After many years of research, I a**x
compelled to withdraw much of that con-
fidence, and to look with astonishment upor*
the errors and false principles which they
have propagated ; some of them of far more
consequence than any which have been men-
tioned   in the preceding remarks.    I wisfa-
to be on good terms with the English ; ifc is
my interest and the interest of my fellow-
citizens to treat them as friends and breth-
ren .     But  I will be neither frowned nor
ridiculed into error, and a servile imitation.
of   practices  which I know  or believe   to
be corrupt.   I will examine subjects for my-
self, and endeavor to find the truth, and to
defend it, whether it accords with English.
opinions or not.    If I must measure swords
with   their   travelers  and their  reviewers,
on the subject under consideration, I shall
not decline the combat.    There is nothing;
which, in my opinion, so debases the gen-
ius and character of my countrymen as the
implicit   confidence they place in English.
authors, and their unhesitating submission.
to their opinions, their derision, and their